ogy, and origin, the term "Newark Supergroup" is here restricted to rocks that crop out, although we recognize that coeval strata are certainly concealed at depth beneath the Coastal Plain.
The Newark Supergroup strata in the exposed basins of eastern North America have variously been considered to be partly or solely of Early Jurassic (Rog- ers, 1842; Lyell, 1847; Redfield, 1856) , Permo-triassic (Emmons, 1857) . Jurassic or Late Triassic (Fontaine, 1883) , and solely Late Triassic age, at first on the basis of rare vertebrate and plant fossils (Ward, 1891; Eastman, 1913) and subsequently on the basis of vertebrate and plant fossils (Reeside and others, 1957) and radiometric ages of intercalated igneous rocks (Armstrong and Besancon, 1970) . Some of the basins, however, have been determined to contain Lower Jurassic as well as Upper Triassic strata, as evidenced by spores, pollen, and well-preserved vertebrate remains in lacustrine mudstones (Cornet and others, 1973; Comet, 1977; Olsen, 1978; Olsen and others, 1982) interbedded with basalt flows. The Lower Jurassic flows and interbedded strata can be considered informally as the "upper" Newark Supergroup and the Upper Triassic rocks as the "lower" Newark Supergroup.
The As Olsen (1978) pointed out: "* * * Raising the rank of the term Newark to Supergroup preserves the original and familiar meaning of Redfield's designation, allows the formations of individual basins to be included in specific groups while remaining in a strictly rock-stratigraphic hierarchy, and permits the maximum amount of flexibility for future subdivision. * * *"
